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Jear - J earl, 


V 


V,hat a e .>uicicienc6 that when your letter came this a. a. ny wife, who is not Jewish or 
European aha has learned what Jewish coddae she knows on her own (wo are both chenaltmahlp 
cooks from ,ho din past) was preparing stuffed cabbage. for tonight. Wasn't up to bar signal 
standard because the cabbage, although young, was also tough, and she ran out of h&m juice, 
one does it eeUer^by toe way, with grape leaves. lipt only to my taste but to tiiat os' our 
ioi request guests, including real fiddiacho cooks. Hatter of fact, most years we lav down 
some young^grape leaves in some kind of brine solution, in a large crock in the cellar, for 
t..e tuosaoi the year it 18 frozen hero and before the bugs hit the leaves, vfe got ’em 
oommg up enormous and wild all over the place. 

I had a hunch when you mentioned stuffing cabbage that * might soon be calling you 
sent?' es uer 1 or perhaps aa i near 60 ^ 

- -V' v iund hy unother.and somewhat^ess than, remarkable . coincidence, I also am this'- first ■ 
member of ny family bom outside Husain or what today is called Russia. -»y mother wao 9 
wnen she left fessorabia and ny father about 20 when he left the Mkraine. 411- - know: about : 
tneij points, oi origin is that where ay mother lived was closer enough t to tins gubernia 
_ f or her micle to get-accrosc it one night in kind of a rush, he and ibis Yeahiva bucher v: . 
broken have killed sevan of the Coasacks who ambushed them. They never tallied about it. ■ ' l " 
an_ older cousin, now dead, bom over there, once told me that in 190$ my father went to 1 
-m ,omir to await the revolu&ton (in ny day he was a Republican, although he also belonged 
to toe arbei^er uung), that <m trips on horsbock for his father, who way some Jdiui of i 
merchant, lie got to either Kiev or Odessa, where lie bought books. The village fro i which 
tney came is one of probably thousands called Barohbvka. we, are not quite lanseleiter. 

, . J* 7 °. UP om tiab£ » Joarl » but. if you think youxoan write a novel, you know aou h to 

uost, they always seli bettor than non-fiction, and there is always the' possibility 
or suueidiary lights, like a movie. A , : ,ood novel, especially if handled with a light touch 
U coil t orten have it) and even better, hfrnorpusly, might find a flick spot. It- is time for 

a ^j.)U spoof of tlie spooks, and with a character like Hizsr, wow! What a oaracaturc you 
coulii do ii you have a clear picture of t. e real thing. 


™™+ n iS °f ^ e ^' eratioa bo «fer to C3 as ’V man", if you are using the 

. ■ U *“ J * 3 luOS» Js liave never met. Wo had some agreeable correspondence. I know him by 

his vfirst-rate, esp. travio) writing and as co-founder and editor-in-eidde of the iiotional 
GuarcLan, which was changed hands and policies several times, ho did me favors, or rather 

oovxes 



n- J-iis books Will go by slovrer and cheaper moil, ^y the way, my rural route is a, wot 7. 
j.ney renunberem. right after wo had the envelopes and stomps printed. I usually renumber by 
hnnu, for we arc so erode w? have to pinch other peoples* pennies. It clows it down a bit. 

J1 “_ Jtta - Jai ? er p s out-of-date Ozalxd paper, some kind of copier. 1 have been given an 
oatur© case of it* will oh r© suits In that iaucii of an. oconoEiju 

H ~ - 1 * ' 

, _ ^ a troameat,. you don't have to worry about whether there is a connection 

the *o cases, do you? And can you say as much? "ook, if a cat lito Capote can do it, 
why can't; a iashbmo/ Gonzales pearl? 1 * 

Best* 
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